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"His Acceptance!" 
Text: Matthew 26:42b, 
4y Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, thy will be done." 

At the foot of the Mt. of Olives is an enclosed spot that is 
called Gethsemane. There are presently eight olive trees there, and it 
is believed that these remaining eight trees were there when Jesus came 
and prayed in this garden. We are told that beggars line the road around 
this place , but they only bother the visitors upon their return from the 
garden. The reason being, that the individual who has gone to the garden 
in which Jesus prayed, and has knelt graxpxxkxpsxkkKxxszjrxxpBfc perhaps on 
the very spot on which Jesus knelt, is moved very deeply and is more recep- 
tive to giving to those who seek help. 

This place has become a shrine which ac±± is a must to all visitors 
who strive to retrace the steps of Jesus. Thus beggars and merchants 
are prone to take advantage of a golden opportunity such as this. 

We are also told that at the time of Jesus there were no gardens of 

any size in Jerusalem, because it was a city built on a hill, and every 

inch ofl building snace was used to the best advantage. The wealthy citizens 

private 
had gardens on the slopes of the Mt. u f Olives. The word Gethsemane means, 

"Olive Vat", or "Olive Press." It was believed -that in order to have access 

to a garden on the Mt. Of Olives, a person had to know the owner. Thus it 

is thought that Jesus was friends with yet another /influential person who 

owned this garden. We have seen in this passion story of Jesus that there 

have been several instances in which }gs unknown person^. and probably persons 

of weal ji supported the mil , if ■ \a ' . Someone 

died the donkey Lpon which Jesus rode into Jerusalem.' Someone su] led 

the up ; . in wl : be - Last Supper.. Someone musl 

;ar ■ Jesus -. The only instanc that xx. 

records the 3iient supporters of Jesus, is the report that /Joseph of ?Ariinathea cones 



.2- 

forawrd to claim the body of Jesus after He is dead. 

There are certain things we can see when we look at the acceptance of Jesus, rte first 

we that He had a certain air of confidence in what he was doing. We can say this because 

in a few verses proceeding what we read a3 Scripture, we read, "And when they had sung a 

hymn, they went out to the ."it. Of Olives," 1 Now although the singing of this hymn was a 

part of the Passover Feast and involved the singing of Psalm 115 - 118, just this once Jesus 

could liave requested that it be omitted if he were so troubled that he could not bear to 

speaks 
xiBDO&x sing before his arrest. But the very nature of the Psalms sung sp^K of a strength 

that comes from outside of ourselves. Perhaps we have often thought of Jesus going to his 

cross as a nan defeated aod beaten. As a man filled with dread and f orboding. But he 

went instead as a man singing - with a heart newly dedicated to Bod and a spirit filled 

with a strange joy. Listen to the words of this last Psalm of the hymn they sung, and see 

if it is not a song that would uplift the soulf of any man. (Read Psalm 119). 

Thus we see here a note of triumphant acceptance. 

3ut even with this joy in the knowledge of the strength of God, Jesus had intermittant 

_,ariods of anguish. We can only compare it with the feeble human comparison, of someone 

who is awaiting the start of an important event or moment in his or her life. Something like 

an acotr or actress awaiting the opening curtain. Or in sports, awaiting the opening kiokoff, 

or the first pitch. All of these moments cause bitterflies, and a certain sense of dread and 

forboding. I am sure that all of us at one time or another have been involved in similar 

circumatances and have questioned ourselves about i£, asking the question, "'What am -t doing 

here? H ow aid i ever let myself get talked into this?'" But after the beginning takes 

place, we are able to fulfill our role whatever it may be. Thus it probably was with 

Jesus, only on a much more greater scale. 

Here in this garden the real struggle actually began for Jesus. He knew that all of 

other events ware mere preliminaries leading up to the main event. Now the main event w«3 

only moments away as he knelt here in prayer. Here is also where Satan could once again 

come forth to lead his thoughts and his determination away from fioing the will of the ?ather. 

Thoughts Buto a* his being too young to die, what purpose was really being served in this 

sacrifice, why did this have to happen and so on? 
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rlis prayer in tie garden was, "My Father," By coming to God in this manner he 
any child would 
came to him as mxgji±ti seeking guidance and help from a loving father. But through all of 

Wijs is the lesson for each of us, a d that is accepting what we cannot understand. There 

has been considerable argument down through the years as to whither Jesus really knew and 

understood all of the ramifications of the act which he was about to perform. Whether he 

did or not is really immaterial. What is more important is the flact that we have before us 

x*8±Bxxmi a lesson on complete acceptance of what life is setting forth, and a ccntplete 

xxotx reliance that Gcd will see is through. This was what Jesus showed mo3t strongly in 

His acceptance. His attitude wax as determined by his actions was just about, "Well, I 

ixad± do not understand all that you are asking of me, but if this is what you want me to 

do, then I will do it. You have led me and directed me in the past, and I have been 

blessed by your help, so I'll continue to accept what you give to me, for I know it will 

turn out for the best." 

.•!any tines I talk to people about the problems and concerns of life, and often the 

question arices, "Why does this have to happen?* Or they will ask, *Why me, n cr, "Why my 

— amily?" All of these questions are legitimate and we do indeed seek flor answers. But 

there are no hard and fast answers. We can only say as Jesus, *What you want me to do I 

will do, and what you want me to accept I will accept," 

Which brings us to our third point and that is the answer of Jesus, Thy will be 

done,* In the perfect prayer that Jesus gave to his disciples and to us, are to be found 

the words, "Thy will be done." Here he uses it in his awn personal prayer to God, thus 

showing us that this should always be our prayer. itt^J'Not what I want God, but what You 

want for me, *x or whatever it is you want me to do,™ This should be the example that we 

follow and pattern our prayers from. 

To cry as Jesus, "Let this cup pass from me" is only a natural human cry, and there 

is nothing wrong with it. But always we must add to it, "Nevertheless, not what I want, 

but what you want for me." Jesu3 was able to do this 3imply because all of his life was 

lived in this manner. But you see we try to lean upon our own wills and our own ways. 

Our own will becomes so dear to us, that nothing else seems reasonable, or is so right 

for us. It it then that God takes a secondary role, and we have beoome self-sufficient. 
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3ut Jesus showed us what true sonship is, by hia renunciation of self, and his 
acceptance of God's will for hia life. And his acceptance of Clod's will for his death 
i^- just that much stronger a case for our follwoing in his steps. 

In the Gospel of John he said, *My meat i3 to do the will of him who sent me." 
Running through all of the life of Jesus and in particular his last week of his life, 
is the thread of placing his life in the hands of God and seeking to follow what God 
had iBtaKKiMixKDKtit willed for him to do. 

Our love and our trust of the Bather should parallel that of Jesus. Like a little 
child he accepted God at his word, and did His Father's will. Alfred Lord Tennyson once 
wrote In his poem "Mernoriam,* '"Our wills are ours, to make them thine." This is how 
Jesus accepted his life, and his death. This is the acceptance that God also demands 
of us. Let us each strive to accept God at Pis word and to know that He will be with 
us as Jesus promised in the Gospel, n Lo I am with you always tsxfcfex even unto the end 
of the world." 



